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Cemetery Requirements

• Costs may include cemetery plot, opening 
and closing of grave, grave liner or vault, and 
memorial or marker.

• Cemeteries usually require a minimum container/
casket and some sort of protection to prevent the 
collapse of grave after burial.

• Options include earth burial, entombment 
(placement of casket in a building called a 
mausoleum), or placement of cremated remains 
in a columbarium niche (a room or space in a 
mausoleum).

• For each option offered, cemeteries may have 
specific requirements concerning type of 
memorial or marker and minimum casket or 
container requirements.

• Check with the cemetery of your choice to 
determine its requirements and related costs.

Cremation Requirements

• Cremation is performed by placing the deceased 
in a combustible casket or container, that in turn, 
is placed in a cremation chamber and subjected 
to intense heat/flame. Bone fragments and dust 
are brushed from the chamber after cremation; 
however, it is impossible to remove all of the 
cremated remains. Because some dust and 
residue always remain in the chamber, there may 
be an inadvertent or incidental commingling of 
residue from previous cremations. This also may 
occur as a result of mechanically processing 
cremated remains.

Cremations must be authorized by the County 
Medical Examiner to ensure that any evidence of 
criminal activity is not destroyed.

• State law requires that within 15 days the 
authorizing agent sign a form authorizing 
cremation.

A legally competent adult may prepare a written 
statement directing the cremation or other lawful 
disposition of the legally competent adult’s remains. 
This written statement may but need not be part of 
the competent adult’s will.
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The legally competent adult shall sign and date 
the document. The document shall be notarized or 
witnessed in writing by at least one adult affirming 
that the notary or witness was present when the 
competent adult signed and dated the document and 
that the competent adult appeared to be of sound 
mind and free from duress at the time of execution 
of the document.

The document of immunity authorizes a crematory, 
cemetery or funeral establishment to carry out the 
wishes of a competent adult. It is not necessary for 
a crematory, cemetery or funeral establishment 
to obtain the consent or concurrence of any other 
person when it cremates or provides for the lawful 
disposition of a dead human body.

The legally competent adult must provide financial 
arrangements so a crematory, cemetery and funeral 
establishment can execute the adult’s wishes as 
expressed in the document.

• If a dispute arises in a family and more than one 
person is legally entitled to make the disposition 
decision, a majority of those with the authority 
must consent to the cremation (example: majority 
of children or majority of siblings). If there is no 
disagreement, only one signature from someone 
in the “group” is required.

• Unless arrangements are made with the funeral 
establishment, the authorizing agent is solely 
responsible for disposition of the cremated 
remains.

• Cremated remains should be collected upon 
notice of availability. The crematory authority 
may dispose of the remains in a legal manner 
120 days after the cremation or after agreed to 
pick-up date.

• Cremated remains may be buried, entombed, 
placed in a niche, scattered over private land 
with permission of owner or over public property 
(may require permit), or remain in family’s 
possession, usually in an urn (wood, marble, or 
metal container).

Filing Complaints

Please note that not all complaints concern a 
matter to which the Arizona State Board of Funeral 
Directors and Embalmers can respond. The Board

will consider only those matters that constitute a 
violation of laws and rules and cannot establish rules 
or regulations that would result in a restraint of trade, 
such as setting fees or dictating what services may 
be offered.

Examples of valid bases for complaints include 
dishonesty, misrepresentation, incompetency, false 
charges for good services, fraud, false advertising, 
intimidation/harassment, and violation of state laws 
stated in this brochure.

State     law   requires     a  licensed   Funeral   Director        
be  designated  as   the            “RESPONSIBLE    FUNERAL  

 

DIRECTOR”  at  each Funeral Establishment.  Before
filing  a  complaint,  you  may  want  to  resolve any
differences  by   first  contacting  this  person  or  the 
Funeral  Board.   If  you  are  still  not  satisfied,  you 
may file  a  complaint at  www.funeralboard.az.gov/
consumer-information.

 

    
         

     

Disciplinary    actions    may    be    located    under 
“License   Search”   on  the  Funeral  Board  website
www.funeralboard.az.gov.

Agencies That Can Help You
Agency Responsible For:

State Board of Funeral 
Directors and Embalmers
1740 W. Adams, Ste. 3006
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone: (602) 542-3095

Regulation of funeral 
establishments, funeral 
directors, embalmers and 
other licensed funeral 
personnel, crematories, and 
prearranged funeral trusts.

Office of Vital Records
AZ Dept. of Health Services
Phone: (602) 364-1300
www.azdhs.gov

Certified copies of death 
certificates, disposal/transit 
permits.

Department of Real Estate
100 N. 15th Ave. Ste. 201
Phoenix, AZ  85007 
Phone: (602) 771-7799

Cemeteries.

Department of Insurance
100 N. 15th Ave. Ste. 102
Phoenix, AZ  85007 
Phone: (602) 364-3100

Prearranged funerals funded 
by insurance.

National Memorial Cemetery 
of Arizona
23029 N. Cave Creek
Phoenix, AZ 85024
Phone: (480) 513-3600

Burials for veterans.
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Donation of the Body

• Arrangements fordonatingabody toamedical
schoolareusually madebyan individual prior
todeath.

Embalming

• Chemicallydisinfecting/preservingthebody.

• Notrequiredbystatelawifremainsarerefrigerated,
cremated, or buried within 24 hours and the
personhasnotdiedduetocertaincommunicable
diseases.Ifyouselectanyoftheseservices,you
donothave topay forembalmingyoudid not
approve.Notethatfuneralestablishmentsarenot
requiredtohaverefrigeration.

• Mayhavetopayforembalmingif:itisrequiredby
laworprovidedforinthefuneralestablishment’s
policy. For example, you may have to pay if
you select a service such as a viewing; you
authorize it;or therearespecialcircumstances.

Plan Type Description of Prearranged Funeral Plan Cancellation Policy

Fixed Price 
Funeral Trust

Planandpurchasefuneralinadvanceattoday’sprices.Fundsareplacedintrustaccountin
federally-insured financial institution and are combined with funds from other prearranged
funerals. Contract remains individually-identified. Interest stays with account and offsets
inflation.Thefuneralestablishmentmaykeepupto15%ofcontractpriceforadministration
offundsand10%oftheinteresteachyearforaccountmaintenance.Saleofthisplanrequires
licensingandregulationbyStateBoardofFuneralDirectorsandEmbalmers,andisauditedby
theStateBankingDepartment.Taxesonplanmaynotbeprepaid;interestmustbereportedon
purchaser’sincometaxform.

Cancel at any time. If within 3 days of arrangement
execution,allmonies returned. Ifafter3days, funeral
establishmentmaykeepnomorethan15%ofcontract
price. Ifpayment is in installments,nomore thanhalf
may be applied to service charge. If cancelled before
fullpayment,unpaidservicefeesarenolongerdue.All
interestlessasmalladministrativefeemustbereturned
topurchaser.

Non-Fixed 
Price Funeral 

Trust

Planandpurchasefuneralinadvance,butpricesarenotfixed.Fundsareplacedintrustaccount.
Atdeath, services/merchandisearecharged foratcurrentprices. Ifnotenough fundsare in
account,survivorsmustaddtoamountormakedifferentchoices.Anyexcessoftrustfundsare
giventoestateofdeceased.SaleofthisplanrequireslicensingandregulationbyStateBoardof
FuneralDirectorsandEmbalmers.Taxesonplanmaynotbeprepaid;interestmustbereported
onpurchaser’sincometaxform.

CancellationpolicyisthesameforaFixedPriceFuneral
trust(seedescriptionabove)

Insurance- 
Funded 

Funeral Plan

Plan funeral in advance and purchase life insurance policy (not a trust plan) or annuity to
coverfuneralcosts.Plancontractmayormaynotbefixedpricefuneralwithspecificfuneral
establishment(s).Funeralestablishment is thepolicy’sbeneficiary.This typeofplanmaybe
sold only by persons licensed by the State Department of Insurance. There are no income
taxespayableonthistypeofplan.Notethatfuneralestablishmentsmaychargeanadditional
“assignmentfee”whenacceptinginsurance-fundedplans.

Thiscancellationpolicydoesnotapplytosinglepayment
annuities. If you cancel within ten days of receipt of
policy,allmoniesarereturned.Ifcancelafter10days,
youreceiveonlycashvalueofinsurancepolicy.Ifyou
failtopaypremium,youmayreceivenomoneyback.

Payable- 
On-Death  

(POD) 
Account

Planfuneralwithafuneralestablishment,andtheykeeprecordofyourwishes.Youhavethe
optiontosetupasavingsaccountorindividualtrustaccountatafinancialinstitutiontocover
predictedfuneralcosts.Nofixedprice.Intereststaysinyouraccount.Funeralestablishmentis
theaccount’sbeneficiary,payableatyourdeath.

Account is entirely within your control. You may
withdrawallmoniesatanytime.Funeralestablishment
andsurvivorsshouldbekeptinformedofaccountstatus,
sothatyourwishesmaybefulfilleduponyourdeath.

Funeral Arrangements

• Afterdeath,funeralarrangementsmustbemade
byan“authorizingagent”,evenifprepaid.

• Authorizingagentscouldbeaspouse,someone
identified in a healthcare power of attorney
as having authority to make disposition
arrangements,nextofkin,oranotherresponsible
personasidentifiedinA.R.S.36-831.Importantly,
if a spouse was legally separated from the
decedent or if a petition for divorce or  legal
separationwaspendingatthetimeofdeath,the
spousecannotbetheauthorizingagent.

• Ifrequested,funeralestablishmentsmustprovide
information regarding funeral costs over the
phone.

• Statelawrequiresthatthefuneralestablishment
provideyouwith:

 -Consumer Guide to Arizona Funerals Information 

 (thisbrochure)

 -General Price Listbeforediscussingfuneral
 arrangements.

 -Casket Price Listbeforeenteringacasket 
 selectionroom(youalsomaybeshowncasket
 photographsorillustrations).Casketcostsare
 separatefromfuneralservicecosts.

 -Outer Burial Container Price Listbefore 
 discussingpurchaseofouterburialcontainers
 fromtheestablishment.

• Ifyouareanauthorizingagent,youwillbeasked
atfuneralarrangementtosignacontractcalleda
Statement of Funeral Goods and Service,which
lists your selections. Read the contract before 
signing.

• Contract includes a professional fee and other
itemized charges. Total charges vary widely,
so you may wish to compare with other
establishments.

NOTE: Funeral establishment services, fees, and
quality vary so you may wish to visit several
establishments before you sign the contract. SAVE
YOURCONTRACTandrelateddocuments!

• Authorizingagentsareentitledtoanexplanation
ofeachchargeonthecontract.Youmaychange
your selectionsbeforeyou sign thecontract,or
youmaygoelsewhere.

• Funeralestablishmentsmaychargeinadvancefor
certainitems(cashadvances)thattheypurchase
from a third party on your behalf. These items
may include cemetery or crematory charges,
obituary notices, death certificates, flowers,
clergy, musician honorarium, and  funeral
escorts. State law prohibits charging more than
theactualcostfortheseitemswithoutinforming
youthatthereisaserviceorhandlingfee.

Autopsies

• Can be elective or not depending on
circumstances.

• Hospitals ask permission; County Medical
Examinersdonotneedpermission.

• Mayresultinanincreasedembalmingfee.

• Some cemeteries or mausoleums may require
embalmingforburialorentombment(placement
ofcasketinabuildingcalledamausoleum),but
you may choose a funeral establishment that
doesnothavethisrequirement.

• Embalmingisusuallyrequiredifthebodyisbeing
shipped.

Caskets/Containers

• Not required by state law for burial. A rigid,
combustiblecontainerisrequiredforcremation.

• Crematories and cemeteries usually have their
ownminimumrequirements.

• A casket will not prevent the natural
decompositionofabody.


